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Vol II 1'[o

A bimonthly review of Bri-bish raperrcack str'; publi-shed- by Philip stephensen-Payne"

Dona-bed- free to the Tlstr'A. othez'qise 10p an j-ssu-e or selected tracle"

Eci-,coz.iat ac.d-ress;-t;;;;,;"t; i, fer+err Arur.r"e ol-cI I'larston, OX'FORD, ox3 Ori'L"

Sefore startin,g on -bhls issr-re, I fee
qu.alit;r of procluction of last issue' Thr
trel,r froru an inconpeteirt) tne coll-atjon a

everythi.ng eIse. Iiooefu-1Iy a"11 is bacl< t
t;rpewriter E; sl-ightly nore slee-rr.

I,[hjle orr t]:e srr}ject of ]a"st issue, a fel'r more u-ncred-itecl artistsg- ttA Song
r Robertsi ttslaves of }leavenrr - Jim

- Chrj-s Achi-lleosq r'Perry Rhod'an 31" -
: p:'o'babllr Peter Elsoil' I{1' thanl:s to

rna*ron, anc1- to Tim for sotle he1-il on

artrsts for -lhis issue "

Another nevr SF paperback ::r-r-blisher t
'cheir boohs so far have been i-ilterestin8,
(If ,nJ.ot e feels like r'rciti-ng a letter
reinaining fj-rrns uho donrt cred-it the ar
and- Coronei) " Astute -::eaders nta)r also
i* the last couple of ilonths" Ttese have been imlortecl blr a firrn oaileC' LSP

Bool:s" The -firSt batch l.ia.S Sonlerrfna;t 7ta2'rr;zaxe-, vrea'c on1"y to a felt 'i;oolishopse

and acci6.entatllr inf,i-nged- soilie cop,\rri-girts, so I have not -briecl -bo cover them'

Hot^rever LSP are curreutl;' "o'ti'r 
oot [i'u iegar sitr-rati'one &rci- aim to set up a

relluiar sc.'reclule soolle a-l 'rl]:ich poin-b I
One other ',:a'lerback- r'rhioh I lrould 1

irr -bhe slightest, j s the revised version
jr'rst beeri fu',rl-isied- bJ' Panther (555pta *'

L , 
"or.p1l 

of lines v;oulcl be foolish, 1:

scirool-nraster in Greece, for trhoir life suc'l-i-en1-y taLles on the aSpect of a

sr.irrealis-b plaS'. Every -birne l:e thinils he has i+orl<ecl- oirt what is going on a'round

hirn ancl wlqr, sci:nething hap'leirs to c]1ange the .licture, lntil ]re cornes to cloub-b even

the r,ros-b funclai,len'r;a1 I factsr of ]iis e:listence' TtLe dreainf ij'-e rr'nrea1ity tha-t
e1:-e.la'o1e tha-'; eve.r.r the read-er begins
e achievement al'd r"ell r'iorth reading'

l{y tiranks to all "



1..
. _eJ_2!, _tso 1rn-l-nl-nl'i-

able that ]'our pas-i; er.rerleuce is useless? l'Ioufcl- lrou i:e ore of those r'rho curfed' u1:

ard dreC. i1 the aftersLroch? 'tdould you just follcl.r ''uhe ireal"es'b rlerson rrl.lo seeiaed
-bo lcnow r.tltat -bo cl.o? Or lsould- ).o1 ri.d-e tire cri.sis, ar:l-art -'co the chan'5,e ancl coirtinue
to fight for your icr-eals? This rs t1:.e si-bua,tic'rir -Lhat Liven ce,r Porirnell-e portra}' in
therr latest aovel , Ir.or r+1ien 1-rar-bs of the lialr,rez'-Brortit coine-L hit the Earth-, they
C.estro;, in o1e strol.te t1e eir.tj-r'e social aird- nolitical ord-er of the lliti.tecl- States,
nosi; ci the rrrajcr cj-ties ancl- liires o:1 coiti,iu;:rica-tron, a.:rd rnanlr -oeo,rlers morale. In
tlie aftenila'bhlrariou-s i.jrou;ts and- l-.eolfe stl?vrve a.nil- stri-ve r"tr-i;ir, or a3,ainst, each

other to form a netrr t;rpe oi crvil-isa*ion" The eesence of the ltooic is belj-e-;abj-litJ'.
Th,e a,rr-thors crea,;u ar-rd- preselrt their maJor actors in rilorr,talI Life arrcl the;e trace
t-lerr;:rolgh tlle rveel:s leailing to the catastroirhe ancl -i:he evcn'r,s'ohe::eafter, each

cor,:i-r3 alive in h:rs or her jndj-vl-dual role. Tne actio:r centres on a smalI a::ea of
Ca1 ifornra a,nd- the intera.cti-o1 there, -,:u-r; never-bhel.ess tl:,e feelilrg: of a,3lj--,ba1

clisa.ster lervacles -lhe trooli" Tiris sl:oulcl iviir ti:Le.i:ug;o (and so prol-'ably i;'6TitTf"-atrcr
j-s colcflsive itroof -b.rat l[ivel ir Pou-rne11e at'e t.]re'bes-b pai:: of co-au'u,':o1's the SF

norlCr has er,.er ettp;enc1.e::ect.

)9JJ-
iicl n less acic-1' 'co his

alr ead-;. cotrstclera'c1e re:1ri;ai; j,oa" -.ipt i.t rs in sot'ie r'fayg fl:i-g4:r'roia-bin3,, desl-:i'te
rts considerable achieveroejlts. A i?ri-ssia'r spacecraft crasi:-'lanrls or: a village o:r

the iii-gh -,jolrvian PIatea.u ald'bI're goil samlrles i-b coutains se.rr]- -bi]e vilJ-agers into
a cona fron r,vhich onlir tr-lo errlcrfie al i-r,re, 5o-th of -bhese h-ave r.:aiilec1 access tc the
rneta'prog;rammin3r of their ilind.s; tlie;i cail see a:rcl u-nc]lers-bancl- raci-ai nenories, and-

can ci-lsen-tan.31e tlleir own mot'i vatior:s,, Jr;LIi-o, clriven it;', need- -bo see hls heritage
restored (-r1is a fata,I clesire for povrer) -oz'oc1ai-irs llimself tlie Inca and sels ouj:

to re-esiabli.sll'bhe ol-d- Inca l]nri:j.re, Tire other survj-vor, Angelir-la, i;ocs l'ri"th hira,

a,t-ten-,-.ting to ma1r-e irirn see ]ior,; reforia of tiremse]1rgg b;r the unclerstanC-iirg they havc
gar-r:."d-, co,nos firs-t, I,ieanwhile tl:e Ai-rerican rrrissioir to idars nears its d-estination
ild. fears a,oout tlie nossibln effects of the i,lartiar'I soil g;r'olr, a.s d-oes -tllc tension
between i;he three team r,reinbers, lll:ose a,lllroaches -Lo 1-Lfe are so vel:y rirffere,r-'r;"
Desl.,i-be the ,111ot co:rnec-'cj-ons and- -oarzll 1e1s, the ttro -larts of tllis booi: d-o not seern

to i,resh, and. tire irnplrca'rions of r,.,lLra-L-is co:roeivecl as a ner!'evofr;-tioirary s-bel are
ct-escri.lted- bu-b :ro'b brou-i;ht vi-vid-I;r alivc for 'che reacier. Ian 'uta'csonts rnaterial
cl-eservecl a fii.ller e:r-oloration" That saicl, it mus't 'oe acLcnowieclgec''- thai the boolc

is rj-ch rn i-rnagi-native cletaj-I ald one cai'r. sense a Ecirrr-ii:-e intellectl'-al force
beirind- :-t. TirouEh Ian ldatsoilIs craftmaasi,i.2 is stiIl cleficj-ent, -Liicre cair'be no

doubt of nis vely sui:stan'ciaf iaf cn-b. (f")

_12.
le on TV, that some author

r,iould- iaj..e a scrious 1ocll: a,i thc -:r::oblens j.r:.r,'oIvs61, in crea-biirg a'l:ioni-c ilran, ancl

tlei:. possi,cfe so11tion. Iiirrl,ian Plusrr{}1q;1u-vrl6se cf t}ie en5-:;:L,reerln, is to creatc
a man l.,lho oan five ulr,;lro'uec-ted- o:r'bire sur$ace of liiars, so tha-b a self-coniarned-
cololSr cait survive tirere. PohI argues thc storlr iirroul): luith ;;reat slcill-ancl
insigJrt, treati1lg esi:ccially tirc eifect of tlie cllai'rl:.es on -the cybor3 (as PohI

"riiI #*) himseif a:rcl- on his close friend-s, irut he nevei rcalI;r riatta,l;es to
esta,.bllsLr, -bhe cred.il:ri-lit-J. of his basic th.esj,s. Ii'i;ra::tici-rlar he i.Trorcs corn,r:ileteIy

the r:robfems of ;:e coloirl,r propa.lta'r;i-n.J itseff vritllorr-b tl:rc rrrcred-rbIy complex
,uechnologv requirecl -Lo ara]:e a cyt-,or6l. Au interesti:r,3 book, but cer-baiirly not
d-eserving 'cl:e iriebul-a Ar,iarcl j.t l;on last year.

.h,^_r]o-u! -7-9r-1,--.1-_of Ilierr Na-bio'rellists" I(nud-

AxeJ. Slrrup, 2, rulrcJrcliir6: Dane nho is Cirief Eni.'ineer of _a 
tintaclc spaceshilr €lets

ca,ght ,p- in the trouble, along r.li-ll"r San,rishr:i.drr, ihe I',i:,:r-bian ohrnell of a beer
celiar ancl Ernily, a vi.carts ctaui;h'i;cr i,thors ait arde:rt folfo'.+er of Jsaclora Su'ncatr'

And. the plot gcts sillier fror-n there oir.. Liiie 'cll-e ellotl-Jrinous rocl;.et, tli'er"lroo1': is
slighi and. utterl;, 1i6icr:-lorrs : but r,lho r.rants molle fiom- a fi,r-nn;r s:torlr? (p")
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a,

i.re s-bories be read-

in severa,l siti:L:1gs fcr. ri-tbe etilotior:ral con-bent of these s-bor-ies, taJeen r'r-'Lthout

]:reali:, rLal'-be e:l-brei-aeilr u::set-bln5;rf aird-, for once, he :Ls no-b e:ra'6geratin3-' 'Ille
s.borles aTe a CJrCle - a stud.;-, of 6,:oc,.s alic r,lert. Firs-t :'s t]le al.larcl*r"lirming
rtihi-i,tler of tJhip]:ec1 Do3str of tL:e cnrel , i;looci-b.nirs'u1' god' of I'Ier'r Yr:rk, clenand-ing

yo* wa,tch Lrrs hr:, i-lau sacri fice o= ,l-"_ ortu, Theu rrAloirg -bhe scenic Rou-berr, t''lhere

r,lorsi:.rlr of the au.bogobile has]ceeiTaj-sec'l -Lo ner.r irerghts as d-rivers clueL each other
on the higl:.wa1rs r+ith lasers, Spandau.s and. so oi1. 0n ancl- onr step 1.r;r s-bep tirrou;;1'r
-bJre lp s-boriese -i;illison presenls god. after goc)-, ernotioil foflowiirg; eraotion, eacir

it,ilciing; o* airct cornpleinenti-n6; the otirers' I'tars, GoCr of i''lar, slr'ovrs iris terriflring
v1 sage f,ttL-,asj-lislcit nhen a l,Iretn&rn solcj-er geis: -blie rlovrer to kj-l-I b;r his g1ance;

JJis, the rii.ocll Goclrr, ar,Ia,liening after years of slur:rber und-er a P'ia,nha*tan s!'<;rscraper

to call irr his clues. AncI tle righ-be:c :-od-s, tire f-loci of Love moving qui-e'cry fiL;e a

uniccrn ilgn the Dowitltj-l1 Sj-cl-err, Jr "Paingo&ttl;rr.n:-ng iranl-'in'cl- jolr tirough.pain'
Anc1, a-b the end-, the suinrrary oi alt, the incrediblertDeatir'bird-'r itsclf' Tl:ris is

',tro'oa'r:1;r 
-L]te --beSt si-n511e-author SF colIec-Ljoll ever coi'r-i:l:-1ecI, aild certaiuly

EI-Lisonrs l:est, so fa,r"

I=-,1q -Ag.glgg3f-.-v-ol-u.l1E .a l,.y- J.n-s-ll4-.!;"Qu-lli"j,.|-ffl:tui ?)2,J=O:JA*3.9.p,-1{.5-II P-q

second, iralf of-U-?=-"f a Te"Ciuiist"s 
-brillitiid colleo-blon of shor'c

stor:Les " 3est L;nolnin rs rrol:alriy ;'tlr" Ones 'dLlo blal-l< Awa"J' Froi't Oi-nelasrt' Short 
' 

'br;t

coinpelling, it al1eg<lris"g , 
"oir,reir-L 

of the phi loso-illler 'rr'i-i1l-iarn Jarnes' tha'u rnan

could- :ro-b acceltt a state of perfec'; hallpiness, rf that- s'uate I.'I&s coilcl-j-tional on

the sufferlng of even one r;eini'. Less iaini-llar, 'oub almost.a's strils'ing, is
tr!:Lrectj-on of the Road-rrr,thrc} ieles a ve Jr Strairge perSlectj-ve on an e1rerdalr

occurrellcergi-vJ-:rgaglinoseofaz'ealt1'Ltieuvra;rofloo}:ingatt)lin6ls'InilThe
Fi-el d, of Visionn litan fiilcl-s his Go'-1 at last, irot in a cl'is-bant ireavetr bu-b in a

g,Iconty. l:oor0 on liarS, rrlhile in riThe Star-s ilel-owrrthe brilliant stars ar:oear' at
the botton of a m-r-ne. Eachof the eight stories in'uh:s collec-bion is a gern to
be 'rrei:sutred - if onl;r there I'Iere riore of -i'irem'

l-Lo-itU\i$:--1,!*5!1**L-)-p212-i---Q-0:::=--P-SI
s t-ftrrin6?-r s ,ioEE-fJ,,6"J lrovet-J, b,t lj-l.re otSers from

this periocr sjrovrs Srunnerts consicler-abIe povler of r^rriting a thoroughly enjo;ra1lIe

story. Geralcl iiotnrson is the rvorld-!s most'por''rerfu-1 telepathj'st' at the cost of
bein6 a he$e1ess cripple. The bool-:- j-s in tlyee parts; 1i'" first tell-s of 1iorvsonrs

early,llainfulhistor;.a:rdhisrliscovery;theseconcltraceslrowhecomestoterms
l.,l.lt}r irls.berrif;,116; g .:ftg a,,e., finallyg in t1're thirc]- pa,r.L, Ile coines to terms r,lj.tlt

himseif, B*rirne-::rs account oi tulor"thy aircl itsr poterr*ial uses is verlr convincing,

bu-b j.t is his porlra1'T of ]'ior+son for r,'rhtrn the :-nsi-;il-i; j-nto -l;he mincls of others

oirly see,-.ts -to cn',lhasi'ze h1s ilh;rs1cal ai:d einotional j'solatron' ivh'ich has won this
5oo1: rna1J, affectionate ad*irersg thrs re-isstre vlill rloubtlesi gain llanl' r.ore' (p")

"-i.eI foi' irorno'-
s r nto
itsi ir'eitlier''5ets anln"rhere" Pulp-
and-oin betvreen eqrrali;r irr"elevant go'oi:ets
r+rite off thrs boo']'; as slrrrply self-

'ndrr_Ige,t 
- tire lrrod-uct .,1. s Srogthioul j.conoclasiil turned- clrnical iir rnidcl-I e af','e -

aircL -i;o berate il,re autl:or for infl-ic-blirg on tjre puhric the result of hrs taking a

meltai enclfla. Cer'-tai,ir11, the bool: is ilervacl-ecl b;'r man;r of tire cl-rcarier -tra1;''lings

of -i;he Eristentialrst school - a clel j-berate rbairalit;r of stlrlee a ]lear-identificati ot

of tlie nad anrL -bhe same, an uiiderl;,,ing sellse oi sorclid futilit;,'" Ye-b the absurdity

of ,uhe ciraracters, and- ttre 'coollr s talculatecl etruct*raf di'scursiveness camouflage

a,ir eloquei:.-t sta,'temen-t of a 1:osi.-i;ive faitl: rcbot'n" Despi'te appearances tLris book

," *oril, reacl-iirg to the end'. (RI,i)
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S[EPiiEiI (Ii'lGe ]'1tr1,; L g 4-l-6--rrrs €l ' ITJ t
ilJ-. 'lor"airce, iir:eTTion-n:.-s -tearcLrlnl .,:os-b for as,saul-bin;; a ou:iif , acce'pts

jo:t as trinter careial<er. a-t',;he Overlook;:iotel u:; ilr tire notln-lains - a qui-e-b s'pot

..rhere he can fj-nisl:. l:is book in peace, a:,rd. r';here his wife ai:c1 five year oIc1 son

Iauny can have a res-b" iju-L lairir;r is iro ord,ina,r,t":o.r', anci tire Overloolc no orclinar;r
hotel. For nann;; has -bire 'shi.aei g a lelepathic/p-:'ecognitive a"'ility of surprrsing
Dor..reri a::d- the Overlool< v;rail'cs that'rrol'uer, for i-i; has i-ts own perverse life formecr'

fror,r thosc r.rbo ha.,,e clied. th.erer 3Jc1" it '.+atrts nanny -bo jci-i:- tlle E ouil . Ver;r

cleverly Sterrhen Kin3 huild.s r-r,r -bhe tensioir as the'Iorrances slolvIi,r beccne aulare

tha,t al1 is irot vrefl as the snow descends and seals then in'bo the hotel. A

rnas'uer1:iece of suspenBe, -r,he bool; carries even the noSt sceptical reacler alongJ'

f,,1-35 e i1J
Ti:*r-us-af enir s to'b to write a booli

about ti:e rnysterious, rha.uniedr itarsien it.ouse. To his sr'rrlrrise, he find-s someirodJr

iras jr.rst'5ought'bhe irouse; -bwo ilen set-bin:Iip arL anirque'l:usilless - one of rthoia is
never seel otit in d-ay1j-13hi. Then peoole ireg;in to disappea'r, and others are foulld
dead-, seerninE:ly of acu-ie anaernia, Slolt13r 3cn be.5-;ins to su,s'lect the horrifyin'g
-i;rrrth, ltu.t can ]re d-o any-bhing irr -bdrme? ntsalemtg Lotrr is one of the best novels
of vam-,i.ris* arou1cl, clelpj-te the fact that for clrarnatic effect l'tr. King assultes -i;hat

ever),' v-ampire must :<itt o,rr" 9ur"on -Der n:-6;h-b, each of l'lhoii: becomes a vam-o:Lre and-

does the sa,ine - at which rate the eniire vrorfcl- wou-fd lre'balr-ei:t over in just cver a

inonth!

Dt'T

tJ[t1ius, wisires trlf oirl;' I hacl-

sorne poi.le-r:, so tha,c I could strii:e '',)a.clirr. tr'or Carrj-e ldi'rite the rr;isir co:-res -brue

r.rhetr sl:e discovers her telel.linciic abrli ties, But rtherl tlre rbuLliesr seein to her
to r:e -bhe lrhofe tornrn of Ch.atnberlain, the effecis of 'chat strilr:in61;'oacIe oan lle

fearsone. l,iact-e faiaous by ne Palinars fifirr of tire s?n€ 11o,r:1o, the boolt j'-s of far
nore interest, creatiirg -,nore believable ci:.arac-ters ancl i-oo!;ing more closel'1r at -bhe

r+hole situa,tio1,. An earl-;, ancl- brief rndi-catioii of Stel:heil liiirSts fater abilities'

rts off verlr welI. A rn-:,'sterious

earthqr-rake shahes a village on Salisblrlr and fro-rn one of the fissures
emerges a strange Slleen tio8t " Soon, al 1 those exrlosed' to ttre fog, airimal or
5urnan, begrn to-exitiUit s1;railge tenclencres, 6enerall)r sr-'-j.ciclal or homlcicla1 .
Fler.oert ltuilds up -bhe tension and horror very nrasterfull;r, 1cu-t sacll)' cairnct'oriirg
it to a satisfr"lrry cliiaax, arrd- tl:e,rfo-b col-laPses insteaC" into straight meloclrar'ta'

-tE- EA[F- ry- -1iJi2;1e- -75i'r
One of -die-a-t-i,-r"-J-a-ttack nraiilliirclt i:ool;s, amcl possibly

-u]re rbestr of a verir uninslired subgeiire. .ierl:rertts c.i:aracterisation is qood, aird

iris,lotting ski1]fu1r"i.-rut even he cannot :'i:Ljec-b life j-nto such a dufl -bheti:e'

:r--i51i-:llrffiii"'*Tdr;."oorlrrg ind-eed', (nm)

Tffi RESURIIECTTON : liELr l9J-B:.39i-:rJl=aog
-=.-tT-#rnT;ft-f :rii-tiTd-'r-or"eETroi, i.reyoncl -bho grave' The

boolits as riclicu-]ou-s as i'o sound-s.

- 
i-es e

arrd- frorn the evtclence of thj-s recen-L novef , he seeilts to have learnt nothing in
that time. Tire aclventures of lSlack1an-tern the l'trggonggarl ancl 'che Benefac-bors

portray the sal,re naive characterisrrtione space o-0era ilecha]li-sies and cardl':oa:rd-

pIo-bs as before.
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r s clreai';ts r'lhere

d'r'a'got:, snrvives a d'u-el r:rith a jealou's

l-over anc', marries his slree'chea-,rt. itrnd' aI-]- ilt: s i" flasirbach '-Ln i;he first four
pa,€res, ilirer12 jus'i; as iret s gettrng irored- r,rit--lr co:"rrt 1ife, solneofie or Sor'ieti:j-rrg

sirifts hir,r to yet a,otl,:er realit;.1 !.rLere Lafayette has to start from scra-tch as

)eirG Itrs impossi'ole to convey the slde-
ou-t goin5l into incred-ibl;'- 'lortuous
njo;r it greatlS'. It rietri-y cleserves its
ion" (p")

buil-'u-
of idorld- ttrar IIIe ancl- in Eni;land-

rr-nemployirent 1s risiirg clrama-bi-calll', aircl there ira's been a returil tc V-'Lc-l;orian

orud-er],,, enforceci - often viofentljr'.-'5y the Ca;ri:ai'g;n Agalnsi i\Ioraf Poflution'
Irja*rice post, lior"iever, has d-.i scovered, riral cr,ru5., that lvj-}1 i;ive everl,rbod-J'total

i.eca-1-l of a.li the3r fusye ever ";ivl";" 
lone as r^,"]'1 '* ]rei3ir'teir their se*ses and-

facrrlties"Bruirirer|scase:tliaithisd.rui;lrl}lsolvealltlr.eilrol:IenB-ipnot
al,r;ogether. coirvincing, 131f, the 'oool:- is nevertLieless very eljo:[a\t]-e, -tahing' soine

o,,r-,.,.*ir,g snipes at c;oi-l'L eixpora'rJi l1n1:-1a::cL'

&]r€ a, t'r.orlcl

c]-or,rinaiecl by over-.ilo:Julation, 1-rollu-tion a ^ -a ^ 
ly nrol:ap,ancl-ist

its rather ske-bchy 'rlo-t is r'cud with liberal- closes of ecolo'5;ica1 rnoralrsinU'
ilor+er.er j -t the resu-ft is rather bitt;- ancl the author d-i-s1:1a'3rs incre Sinceri-Ly thatl

a]:ili-b3r, nevertheless tirere are sone exci-briri-r -,r"551r'g@S alltl telli:o5- cleScri1rtions
-,tr\ich inaLr,e tl:e book and its i,:essa4:e rflore or less acle;rtai:Ie' (nt:i;

;--98-q*S
r EJ:tiLT goi-n'r; oir l-j-ne, aird tire way

in r,;hicl:, despi-be ttre safe't]r :l:'ecautio.irs, j-t corrld c8'Llse a natj-orral c1j-saster'

Ti1:e book focur-ses oir tr^ro ,reople, -the scientist rrlho i;hinl<s j-t is clan$erous a4ci the

saltc-beur rrho uraiybs reveng-:e on the cornpany, alrcl goes i'nto cl-e',caiI hoi;ll on the

l?hlrsics invofvef" |n the plant a1C. on Lroi''l -bo inalee aird- couceal a hoir'e-i;racle bO'itb"

T'c r^lor-rId- be o,ui-te a good- book, l^Iere i'r; ilo-b So overshadowed- li)rrtTl:e Pro-raetheuS

c"i=i-; 
- 

( *"""'pp 
-ii]i. - 

,I,1eltd.o.r,rnrr lias irone of the emo-bionar impact of 1;he other

boo1c, ,r,d- its plot and charac-i;erisa,-i;ioi'1. are I'rea.Ic hy coin:larison'

i-rr-lraecli-ate seclttel to ttstar 1.t-arsrr. Lul:e
atr. af ien .:Ianet" The;, go througl: a c1-:

cornio tradition 'oefore uLtinatel;r euco

hand-s oir the jeirel tha-b will enhaaoe ;r
llatu-ral,1;r tfte i:Io'L leaves ever.i-o3e ;.r'*t '.* 

-lhei' l^lere ancl reac"r' for t]re tiext

ad-veir-br.r-re, hut it is sad- to waich tie characters lecone 'n""" 
Lliches" (p")

qr D SlIi.U"s i:,"ur - *c-i*i[ur- st1 Tozen-

lruutr r slrace ex,rlorati-on tea,rt, lancls on a t ble for
hur.tan 1ife" Accomllaltied- ily the usual' amusing Sirnakia:r ro'ilot' I'licocleinus' he

encounters the seirj--hui,ra,u carilivo::e rtho tel-is llo::ton of hj-s cleacl friencl sl:ral:espeare

(;;";;i;;iorr)-*rro useci to live o:n the plan.et' The plot ramlrles on -throu-fjh some

interesting irut vcrlr sk-irnpecl twists -Lr: a ridicrr-Ious 3-'page climax' One e:r;ects

better from Siinal"-.

on

his

tr
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I''bavvsllwas
first Dublished- trovel anrl ileals luj-''ch an tl- o:r Earth in
si;asis fielci, -dh-en he is released centuries later'c;,r Eart.'r soien'r,ists, h.e irnraed--

iatel;r -bakes over the nearest lrnrrran aird- tries -bo:tj-nd l-ris crashecl spaoecraft,
ghrle tl:e otleer Oartirmen, only vagrlely 6411rr" of wlra-b j-s hatl.-:erriu61, try tri stop
hirir. ttA Gift froin Ear'chir is set on I'iiotnt Loolii-tt):at, a soli-La::y mountai-n risilg
miles above its plane'b su-rface, and- forning 'che o:.r1y l:a'o1tab1e ground on a

hostil-e plamet, and on l.ririch a civil rvar is abor'.t tc wa be waged over the etirics
of organ 1ransplal'us. Proi:ahl;,' -bhe best of the -bhree, iircug4h, is rrfieutron Staril,
a coll-ec-bion of eigJrt storj.es includ-in3; the olassio title story j-n which Beornrulf

Shaeffer investigates -Lhe j-mmed-iate environs of a neu-tron star, rrA'c the Coretr

l.lhere lrLe visit" I:r" ga1 actio core, -bo frnd a nast;r si.rrpri'se there, anri si":: -other
LriLrian-b stories. Ni""" is llro-1cabl;'tl:e';lest current expoilerlt of rl'rardr SF'

and- these th.ree boohs show hrs al:ilitles ueIl"

_ry: _-l,r liiA&i.q-1{_?-J} E. I'irnlryr*.1 252.i *t-e!yt;"- .55!+ +'-E - _. .
6;? iira 

-n"-ri/ a"i,ine-sit-it a Te:;as irospital, r^rii;h a

sor-'r of brass dragon the o11y clue to his oast. Then tirat;re.st heilins to ca'Lch

r.'r Uith hirn aud- he star-bs tr;ri-irg -io find" out w14' ire is receiviilS ailoilyiilous phoire

calls; ha,ving his clothing torn apart or hj-s ltci:,te ransaclieci. The second half of
the ltooh tells of wh.a-b happe;eecl '- lie iras kidrnaitpecl- i:y v-i-sitin.l aliea screntlsts
(iru-t froin the hi5;hes-b of rnltives) e aricl- ti:eu narooned on iliars b;r vrsi-ting alien
rnons.ters" T5e characters lack ind-ivicfuaiit;r; the evil a,Ij-e;ls are nncoirvincing
aircl, th.e plo-b has several gaping hol-es, but the. stor;r jogs aIong. Fans of the
i'iernlein k jr-rveniles ,-;righ{ wel} enjoS it. (f")

-st. .lt_+-9. !. _p-J\_ili..l.Z72.t=.!P?._,,:o_q _-l.o_p_l -rU:
of thi uJ:-Z?r-r"'-i+"-'tt Iove sto:'12, a blar s-bory and

a soience-fic-Liol storye &nc1 rilor.e llesicl,esrr, and in ri1a11y fiairs the hoclirs major
failrrre is tirat l:-e'r;ries to d-o too i:trr-cli, rtith. it. Tire SF clerient i-s rni-ni-tiraI -
the village of Pallaha:li is effectiveliT Cone5rts farniLj-ar tCorilj-slrrt fisiring port -
ancl only rea11y used- to se-i; uj) a political environment in rhich the story cair

irappeir. The rrar is mere'oackgro*id- a,6 pla;'-s no noticeable'i-lar'c in the story'
Only bhe love el ement survives, anci -bha-t is often -blrrea-beired t'rith su',crnersj-on

be,ea-bh the other.?ar-bs of the'ilooli: in parti-cu1ar Goneyrs recur:ren'E thetle of the
corruption rnherent iiyoor,,rer a.nd- i,oiitics. nes-oite alJ -i;irat, it is an enjo516'1]1s

stor;r, 1:u'6 certainl-y not up to Cone;rls l':es'u'

I .,p_E&D*i'_fLE:Lj- l_?_7_*..e
r:-i-srrud:;;d-J, 

^ti1orro, &It, rrlnstarrr d-isulalrs few.of
the standard. c1-'larac-beristics of these ge ts f1 at, retros-oec'cive s-l;y1e

plays dor^rn the horrific eferaen-t ancl- r'bs assuilp-Lion of a sul:coirscious ieleirathic
Ij-:rlc l:e'ulucen ilan and- cl-og iS urajnly A, rnecltanr stio cl-evice on rrhicir to base the
plot prope;^ - a somerrhat morbj-d- pslrcllolor;ical s'cud-y of inbreed-iirg and- obsession'
The bacl<ground of stiflinp; i[er+ Eirglanci weal-bhy soc1et5r i-s n:Lcely por-bra]red and

theatrnosphereofgror'ri-ngsubjectiveunreaf-i-t;''6""essiu-cceod-inbu-il-d-ingu-il-bhe
quietly cJ.ri11i-ng effect j-nteird-ed-. A neat bool<" (ml)

4 g4Ery- EgF-J--igr- np-1-tlfle- -p
Lilre so man;. -taiirs too ma j.ng

iCeas weld-ed- togltner irnperfectl;r into ed- book" Th ret-
ica11,r concerns t1e tralsportatitn of a d-issicieirt fjroup of hu-nan-descenclecl a1iens
from one planet to another, a11;i:roug.h 13ishop j-s rnore coilcerned. r';il;h the conflict
of id-eo1og:-es createcl'},:Jr -tjru nro-rloseC e,nl.gra'r;t-o11 . llisllo-c is ca'labfe of soi^ile

vel:y e./ocative vlriiing, and- liis j,nagi:ration is certaiirl;i ferblle , l:ut iir tryin.T
to d-o too mu,ch in too little space, he loses a 1o-b of ihe efdect of theni, and' the

}ook beconres ra-lllez' clrJ. and teC'rotls"

-6-
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[o]!{*t-p_-u-a*_t[[ j,;?*7"p-"r*t-"i: JaPanese SF

gets transla-fed- into English, and. so it is c.ifficult to telL how representative
tbis book is. Originalfy tiilea irJairan Sinksrt, it is a strai6htfo::nard- disaster
novel in l"rhioh the contiirental plate movenents near Japa'n begin to changee catrsing

the whole Arohipelago to siirlr- i11to -bhe sea oveT a, period" of two years' The precise
rmechanicst of the disaster appear to have been r';orked- out carefully but most are

lost on the read-er, as is much of the effect, by the r2ublisher's rid-ioulous ornission

of a proper map, without which most of the piaoe names are nteaningless' The plot
follows the usual tclisastert 1ines, and is insufficiently original or interesti-ng
to save the book from rned-iocrity.

' :-,}--f,:r*gf -{o;o:-$E! 16'inDt OUOi f,t(___,___.+-_** _ < 4!€_ P.r

'1" , it t s not the Profound
T}E SEM OF J-n

In hiS Lrsuur'r.*r rrru4veuuv a --'s - ' c 'Itl l.!r D ur D

mirture of adventure and. human insight I tfrought it rv*s i'n 1!!8, but l.stil1 think
._ Ir^^*Illl-tr-uur9 vI quvvr

itrs an okay book. Ancl itts interest:.ng to see how manv of "{ 111:I^,111":l:,-:*::"
JU D @U vAqJ

and olrsessions ilr"r. op in it.n tlhich is more or less acourate' althougtt th? scheme
r - --^r -L1-^ *1 ^+#-";ffi;i:;#"ri;;";i";^";-arie,, pr ers geems very improbablv and -bh-e plot

r a 
--- 

l1^^ l-L^-+;^^l ai*rro

"i#iffi,"rilt'"n"i;;ffi.;;11r"" 
r.i.r the book to set vp the t-bestinsr situations,

n----i *-+.,-^ Ci1-ranl,rarm'lrrrLDCI4VUBIIt vlalrvr

betra;rg its.short-story origins. It's a long vlay fromil mature Silver]:erg, lrut

readai:Ie. (Pu)

the mitres of Barandi, the
s. But it seems tha-b these

ew magniluc$ glasses, light-gathering
-neutrinos. The real truth is not
n with limited' telepathic abilities,

Shat,tls'1:est.

J BAYTEY iJ3
;;*a6E-is in the

Ztode empire. But his s]<j-11 caulot matcli th master'

Frachonard.ThusPederisoverr,rhe]nredwhenheoomesintopossessiorrofagenuine
Frachonard, suit, orru of only five in eristence, until he begins to realise the

influence his elegant apparel is having over hi-m. Bayley, as a,lways, is sparklingly
innovative, ancl some passages oi tnu b6o1: - like the ncrld' of infra-sou'nd - are

brilliantly conceived, lrut ultimately his plot is too slolrr and' i"l-1-conceived to

carry the too)r, anrl it becomes boring' A sharne"

es around..
the aihilistio

cleman. Instead-, he seems to say rWar

Jrave to he so -berri-oIer. This boolc

sed re-enlistment to the Gornbat Corps
oso aim is peaoeful settleraen-bs rather

, well worth a couple of lrours reading"

TiE CRYSTAL==-Of;=# frican jungle

begiirs to torystalliset, turning plants an r j-- ---.^-r- 
jer're1s" Irrto

this kaleid.oscopic maelstrom pfirrg"s Dr. Seurders in search of Suzanne' his ex-

mistress. The conc,_itions,r.a'p"oire ire meets there, dt their effect on irim and

his search make this a heautifully haunting aird thoughtful booke and one not to
be nissed.



1r L'L*1

i-5-3p.
;, 1 edece,qscir set

largely on -the plane-b Si-l-istrae a uorld no ss i. of the 1:al-a'cti-c

feCerati-on a*cl- iluch cour-be,j- as -bhe sor-rrce of a longevitl. se::um" Si"cLie end' of the
fi*gt i:ooh, rri1i-gh Colch of $i1j.stra", iistri, cirj.ef officral call:g;rr1 of trJell

ir"|"i"r-t "l ai""overecl. her rnys'oe::iou.s off-pianet fatirer, some cf trhose god--1i-1:e

i)orirers she iras inheritec,t-. Sl:e.lras al so coirtriveCr'bo for:'ti-ca'ce, iient-!-y lcut thororrghl;r,
r+ith nearly a.ll the leacri-ng mare charaoters" rrrhe Gold.en sword.rr find-s her returued'

soirefihat orr"ur",rorlior,-sly to Sifistra - in at, cr.esei:-b irortioir ruled' l.'y a rather barb-
,rorrd, trrle r^lho proceed, to enslave her. In -Ll.Le irig:irl;r cclrplr:x plot r''rhich ensues,

*o*itfr th.e charac-bers fron trliig.h Couchtt are de,:Io;'ed- and developerir'out lrore

stress is ]aid olr the rDal,5"urr;r=t - a tecl-..no1ogica1 el-ite r"rho ind-irect1lr ruu the
f her fathert s kin" I'lonetheless *he
eC r'rhere ai:i:roi:riate with a 1itt1e
1t;r J-cd- uir tor Xet st:'LI1 seer'ls a lrit
ec1. up. Wh-i lg'; over-at:tbi-ti'ous a':rd in
is d-ecicl-ed-1;r a.bove average for the
gh Cor"'-ch of Sj.listrart. The fj'na1 v'olurne

-"351:q--i:-a-fter-:i-he'vrecld-ing, he uilli'ngly
forfei_ts hi-s lloree aitc! -bj-tle to gd into space';o fincl her nr-rr-c1erex. s-tar-bing as an

ord-inarSr tsi:ace vik-i-n6,;t trith jus-b orre shi-:l ancl. cllew, he soon j:ui-ld-s a strong base

and acquil:es a strong f1eet uhich enabfe him to co.nquer ti:e -.ol-anet lris enemy has

just cairtlred-. The plot is 'bl:ii: aircl uirconviirci:agJ, and, d-esli-te soiire iu'beresting;
political clisoussions, the bool:, as a nhole, drags. i'iot Piirer at his best'

-EI_48_.HS5-,-.!Ii}1 irff,r VOYAGES L2]-1-'?8232?3fu
"--*--fri6:i:ier*LilfiJi*tro" .T rnore

aff ection th.an taleut. Occasi-cna}ly orle 1'!7 on became

-Lhe slopi:y ciei:ii-Gocls thai: they seen here" (f")

-D*{l+-q0l,,s- 10"-P*"-.P..1-"ari.oriiiiJ e a:rd- defeats
tre Zarl-l; of ZaLit as a gestr:-re of p..oodr,rilf i{earuthile his affatr r'rr-th Tho::a is
hotti-irg up - ge-i;tin.g hii1 ir,to'lr"t-trt,lroo,n (iho*,31, not ;rsf, her bed) a''r last'

TIIil ,I,A1\]-O OF FROIID ed- DAVII LA$!Ifu':- 
-P-A-]r 

".)Pi:i- 3ib
Bria;r Frouclrs paintings have not appear t ffivere (tl:ou-gh devotees

nil.1- rememrrer some or tlre Jarnes Branch b;111t i::;i-:1ll"l"li:'1::l;'rl: ';l::3r,
tzltes. A paintes'of I'aery, hls'rictures
i'ies theiasefves, a1-bernatellr ug1y 

""61err one feeIs, ruho could lrave dorre

tyie r*i-11 not appeal to every'bocl;re hut

er,rplrasis is ver3. irr-rch on -i;h.e latter, r,rakrlrg; tliie reafl;r a book for the expert.

-B-
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es of mailr s l:iature for
a. long tiire, ancl- thrs volrr,me is llr-s rnajor errlloration cf ti:is proi.rleia" ft i-S

a irassi.ve torne, rnrhich. Fursues severaf iLifferen-b thene'';' Duri:Lrg'ohe course of
it, Colin lr,lil-son traces'the rise and lature of reli3;ion; -bhe rlecline of manrs

rnaturalt nagical l offers; the iratu-re of -i;he tocoultt I 1:'e tells of -bhe na-bure

of a vast nutirber of 3occul-tt phenome"rta, ,ilcl of rflanJ/ people inrrolved r^lith' it'
All ihis is by way of expa:rding. a.rd- iliristra-ti-ni;lt'is rnajor thesis lrhich coilcerns

his pos-bulaiecl dFaculty Xn. q,-r:-te r'ilaat tl:-rs Facultlt X is, seeiTls mo].e easily
illustrated, than definecl, bu-t i-.'Y inVolves l:]ai]tS t inward' visronr anrl tal'Iarenesgr

anf,- cf earll- encor:tpasses occul-b po?Iers. fiolin tr'trrlson beli'eves that we have

neces,sa?il], los-b th"*" tinstiirciivet a1iilj-ties j-n orcl-er to d-evelo,o a tech,ological
crvil-Lsatron; but noi"r r.;e must e,-,]:)aud- this faculty - t]*1*'s future lies in the

cultivatioil of Faculty Xr, It seems, through tltese 8oo pages, that wilson not

i-nfrequently loses si-ght of hj s thesi-s in Ctetail and his ea'se is far frotl 1:roven'

but i-b is certainl;r r;resented- in e:rtensi-ve d-eta.il' The major''*rafue of thls
'bool< ma;. Lie in the vrea-]--i;h of materj-ar'l u
evic'Lence - anecdotes, exllla,ita'r,ions, hist
inii: but Col- j-n 'u{ilsonr s narca-b''ve abrl:it;r
for'example, 'bile Kah'i:alah, is aclllj-rab1;r c

:lL',;erestiug.. Certain nrajor reserva'6ions urust ]re niad'e' hol"tever' Firstly Colin
Ir1iison is a mair lvith a iliessa5e ancl rati:er too often he uses an artalmenta'bive

itrocess whicir is no-b Logipa11y val id- - rr

itire:rl. i-t doesnt-t "- vrhi-cir is the 'oookrs ma
r occrlit t f ac.rl-b i eS ilalr of f end- Some . 0n
hrs account 1s iridubitably ver'1' partral,
thrs l:ook is very slanted, ancl i-bs encyc
a-hion anci o-Diniot:.r 'out it rs inte-'l-l--i-geirt
organi-sation aclmirably -ba1culated-. i{}ieth
ult j-ma-be13r convincing;, his masterly 6"2'111"

r,{or,r; coverlng the en{ire fietd- or.1 lblr""market ancl cleserves a place of J:romiirence

on -blie bool:shelf ' (Pu)

aspects of VeI jirovs}ryr s tireclies of sola
times a.lrcl- the co::troversJr surllol:-nd-inp; th
covers 'i;hls latter as.Trect and- -presents v
a slgnificant portion of the scieirtific
i,ater sections consider partioular facet
anci ent astronom j-cal observatiotts, celes
cheinistr;r cf Veirusr a-bmosi:'hore anil the p

ca-basiro-phe irrthe solar sys-bern as lfe notr kirou it' Thoug"h several of the

ar-bicles are of a liighly tecirnical nature the }ljooL'; as a whol e malees fascinating

ancl- at times -,rLood--hoi t-ing read-i:rg' (mri)

*ilJ9l i-g_ ._

"Jt 
Tan rrc, itter'r liexico" The

huniano g irY -it ' The o]: ject
eprocluce; -bh-ere rras i:h}rsicaf evid'ence
lisl: these facts ireyond- reasona'cle C'oubt"

bu.-b there renains a goocl cleal riuhich, un

And- it i-s harcl to see how the facts ire -

dlffere*t to his oinn -:-ncluciin.e ti.e uxistence of a ti.iassive llr'usht oDeration'

A ca,refrrl ,,1ausi-ble accor"rn'c lYoith consiC'eration b1'anyone intevestecl in tile

Ur,0 o,uesti.on. (r")
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Ian llil}er PJ = Pe-'ier Jcilee
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Petez. Elscn TId = Ton;r fiasero
Peter Guc1y635 [R = TonJr Rober-bs
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